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Foothills Broadband: Connecting
Communities in Rural North Carolina

Overview:
Foothills Broadband, based in Valdese, North Carolina, is on a mission to provide high-speed internet to
12,000 homes in the mountainous region of western North Carolina. Their journey began with a personal
mission to provide reliable internet to a mountain community where both cell service and broadband
were scarce. During the COVID pandemic, founders Zachary and Jodi Chiz struggled to stay connected
with relatives living on that mountain, inspiring their vision to bring quality broadband to underserved
areas. Today, Foothills Broadband delivers multi-gig symmetrical fiber internet to support remote work,

connectivity, and community sustainability.

Challenge:

Foothills Broadband faced several challenges in bringing high-speed internet to rural western North

Carolina, including:

- Limited Existing Infrastructure: The mountain commmunities had minimal internet and cell service,
creating a significant connectivity gap.

. Outdated Local Options: Local internet services had not evolved in over 20 years, leaving the
community underserved with outdated technology.
Community Sustainability: Without reliable broadband, families and businesses struggled to stay

connected, impacting economic growth and quality of life.

Atkore Solution:

Foothills Broadband partnered with Atkore to deploy HDPE conduit and fiber optic solutions, bringing
multi-gig symmetrical fiber internet to rural communities in western North Carolina. Atkore’s high-quality
products helped overcome infrastructure challenges, delivering reliable high-speed internet to

support remote work, education, and community growth. By sourcing materials regionally, the partnership
also supported small-town residents and contributed to economic development in rural America. With
dependable products and support, Foothills Broadband successfully provided better connectivity and

sustainability for the community.
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